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November 7, 2010

Bullying and Civility, in Public and Private Schools

To the Editor:

Re “Private School Civility Gap,” by Charles M. Blow (column, Oct. 30):

While no school type was immune to bullying, a close look at the source data from the Josephson Institute Center for Youth Ethics indicates a more positive result for private schools than for public schools.

Rather than using a broad brush, Mr. Blow could have reported on programs that are working. Schools that have developed anti-bullying campaigns — many of them private schools whose missions involve character education — can attest that intentionally and strategically nurturing pro-social behavior and addressing issues of bullying and taunting directly take work, but they benefit both students and society in the long run.

Patrick F. Bassett
President, National Association
of Independent Schools
Washington, Nov. 2, 2010

•

To the Editor:

Charles M. Blow claims that there is a “private school civility gap, particularly at religious private schools.”

I have been a trustee of a nonsectarian independent school for 15 years. I can report that as a result of conscious effort by the leadership and the faculty, diversity is not only tolerated, but it is also celebrated. A verbal insult of any kind is turned into a teachable moment for the class in question.

I would submit that it is the sectarian nature of some institutions, rather than the method of financing, that reinforces a value system of us versus them.

Steven Skulnik
New York, Oct. 30, 2010

•

To the Editor:

I found Charles M. Blow’s column most interesting, but quite different from my own experiences.

As a graduate of the New York City public school system, I was curious as to what sort of student behavior I would encounter when I first went to the Hackley School, a private school in Tarrytown, N.Y., to teach piano.

It turns out that civility is a big deal at Hackley. I am pleased to say that in the several years since then I have never been spoken to rudely by a student, girl or boy. Never.

Donald Isler
Irvington, N.Y., Oct. 30, 2010
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