Esther Rantzen launches new anti-bullying campaign

A pioneering anti-bullying campaign has been launched in Northamptonshire by ChildLine founder Esther Rantzen and charity Service 6.
Research carried out for the charity by the Northamptonshire Inspection and Advisory Service found that at any one time, 50 per cent of school children in the county are bullied by classmates. In response, Service 6 officially launched its ABC campaign yesterday in the hope of eliminating the problem in Northamptonshire. Television journalist Ms Rantzen, who has been a children's campaigner for more than 20 years, said it should be used as an example for the rest of the country. She said: "I have seen the great work the group has done with young people in the county and I firmly believe that where Northamptonshire leads today, the rest of the world will follow tomorrow. "Bullying does not only affect children in schools, it spills out into communities, in the streets and on to buses. We now have a chance to prevent that from happening. When we started ChildLine, the attitude of almost everyone was that bullying was a natural and acceptable part of growing up, but attitudes are changing because of groups like Service 6."

The charity, which provides confidential support to young people between the ages of 12 and 25, is now running a pilot scheme with schools in the county to discover the best practice for dealing with bullies. At the project's launch at the Guildhall last night, students from the Ferrers Specialist Arts College, in Higham Ferrers, performed hard-hitting drama productions for representatives from local authorities, police and support groups.  Jane Deamer, director of Service 6, said the campaign had a fund-raising target of £150,000, of which £15,000 had already been donated from Northamptonshire County Council funds. She said: "Bullying is a form of child abuse. Our ultimate aim is to completely stamp it out and I really do think we can achieve that. We hope this campaign has the success that it needs because the children and young people in Northamptonshire cannot wait for the help they need. This affects their lives and now we have a real chance to make that difference."

For more information about Service 6, call 01933 226615.

