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October 5, 2009

LETTER; Parents and Hazing

To the Editor:

Re ''When the Cool Get Hazed'' (Week in Review, Sept. 27): Certainly, it is disturbing to learn about the longstanding sexually explicit hazing and bullying at Millburn High School. What is most disturbing, however, is the absence of forceful responses by parents and educators who should have known about it.

New Jersey has an anti-hazing law, but it applies only to college students. This law should be extended to high schools and expanded to cover these types of incidents.

Moreover, schools have a responsibility to enforce New Jersey's Law Against Discrimination, which requires schools to take action to avert the kind of hostile educational environment these activities perpetuate.

Norms regarding hazing and bullying among students can be changed. Both students and adults must play an active role in changing the norms regarding rumors and sexual exploitation.

Michael B. Greene 
Montclair, N.J., Sept. 27, 2009

The writer is a psychologist who has served as an expert witness in bullying cases in New Jersey.
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