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December 11, 2010

Mom and Dad vs. the Cyberbully

To the Editor:

Re “As Bullies Go Digital, Parents Play Catch-Up” (“Poisoned Web” series, front page, Dec. 5):

While the Internet has served to broaden the audience for abuse, it has also made bullying less hidden. Parents can no longer hide behind the excuse that “we didn’t know” if it is right up there on their kid’s Web pages.

While many parents argue that the kids should be able to work it out themselves, I saw early on that without intense adult scrutiny it becomes an Internet version of “Lord of the Flies.”

I regularly check my child’s pages, and when something arouses my suspicion, I check her friends’ pages, too.

As parents, we need to be vigilant that our children not fall into the traps that come with always having to post something entertaining, which can easily slip into posting ever more cruel and outrageous “jokes” in the name of being funny.

Aurora DeMarco
Brooklyn, Dec. 6, 2010

•

To the Editor:

Adolescents are not keeping their hatred to themselves. Privacy? Today anyone can get through the cracks.

Rumors are no longer whispers down the lane: now it’s instant messaging down the highway.

Kids without the Internet are catty. With social networking, they become monsters.

I attend a public high school in the suburbs of Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, right? If parents saw what their children post on the Internet, they would realize that there’s no love being spread.

Young people today no longer understand how to figure out their problems without the use of technology. We have become the person behind the computer, instead of an individual with a face.

Carlie Saunders
Wallingford, Pa., Dec. 7, 2010

•

To the Editor:

In every case cited in the article, the cyberbullying occurred between young people who knew one another from the same schools or programs. For one child (“D.C.”), it was his “loner” status in school that attracted the attention of the boys who attacked him.

In most bullying, a child likely to be targeted and his or her negative relationships with other youth can be identified even before an incident occurs.

There should have been at least one trusted adult in the school who was aware of the child’s isolated status before the incident, who was working to improve it, and to whom the child could turn when incidents began. Apparently, this was not so.

I’m appalled that there continues to be an uncertain or negative response by school administrators and staff to parents and children when bullying — cyber or not — occurs. The adults who run the schools and youth programs that children attend are also responsible for addressing bullying! Until they do, much unnecessary suffering will continue to occur.

Stuart Green
Summit, N.J., Dec. 6, 2010

The writer is director of the New Jersey Coalition for Bullying Awareness and Prevention.
•

To the Editor:

As a retired elementary school principal, I cannot understand school administrators who hold the position that if bullying takes place “off campus,” then they have no jurisdiction. I strongly disagree, and did intervene with cases of cyber-bullying or aggressive physical encounters after school hours. My rationale for such action was that the victim and the bully were adversely affected during school hours.

We owe it to the children to empower the victim, resolve conflicts in a respectful manner and always follow due process. Involving both sets of parents in the process has proved successful. Understanding the “bully” and teaching right from wrong is essential. If all else fails, logical consequences should be administered. It can work. It has worked.

Michael Wolk
South Huntington, N.Y., Dec. 5, 2010

•

To the Editor:

The saddest part about your article is the feeling of isolation that parents feel as they try to help their children navigate the messy terrain of online life. It is simply unacceptable for schools to stand on the sidelines and declare cyberbullying incidents an off-campus matter.

The fact is that online incidents, even if they take place outside of the school network, play out offline at school, for days, weeks and months. For schools to ignore or shun this reality is not fair to students or parents.

Communities need to tackle the perils of cyberbullying together, so that parents understand that they are not alone, and, more important, so that kids recognize that the adults in their lives are paying attention, supervising and supporting them, as they untangle the knots of Facebook and e-mail.

Otherwise, kids are left on their own in the lawlessness of the Internet. We can and must do better than that for kids.

Matt Levinson
Hillsborough, Calif., Dec. 5, 2010

The writer is assistant head of school, the Nueva School.
•

To the Editor:

I am 40 years old and childless, and presume neither to grasp the complexities of parenting nor the imaginary world where so many people younger than I opt to spend so much of their time. Nevertheless, the question that occurs to me is why children need to use Facebook and its like at all.

If children are not wasting time on the Internet, they can’t be bullied there, can they?

David Tallman
Atlanta, Dec. 5, 2010
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