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Perez Hilton Vows to End Celebrity Insults

By BRIAN STELTER
Perez Hilton, one of the Web’s best-known gossip bloggers, says he will stop attacking celebrities and scrawling insults on photos of their faces.

The change of heart, he said, was spurred by recent stories about bullying and teenage suicides. “I need to change, and I’m going to, starting today,” he said in a YouTube video Wednesday.

Mr. Hilton, a master at maximizing publicity for himself and his Web site, PerezHilton.com, made the announcement both on YouTube, on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” and in an interview with Out Magazine. The magazine’s headline was “Perez Hilton Repents.”

For years, Mr. Hilton has served up a steady online diet of humiliation for his celebrity targets, often with crude drawings. As Mireya Navarro wrote in The New York Times in 2007, he “lavishes exclamation points on the ravishing looks of arbitrarily chosen heroes like Angelina Jolie, Jennifer Lopez and Dita Von Teese, and snarkily picks on so-called villains like Clay Aiken, Kirsten Dunst and Sienna Miller for perceived sins like excessive drinking, promiscuity or denying homosexuality.”

“In doing so, a lot of people have called me a hypocrite and a bully myself,” Mr. Hilton told Ms. DeGeneres. He added, “From now on I really want to be part of the solution and not part of the problem.”

In the YouTube video on Wednesday, Mr. Hilton said “I no longer will be calling Jennifer Aniston by the name that I had referred to her for a long time.” That name implied in the past that Ms. Aniston was a man.

“I’m not going to sanitize what I do,” Mr. Hilton continued. “I still want to be me, and be me, and be sassy, without being vanilla — and also without being malicious and hurtful and nasty.”

Mr. Hilton, who is openly gay, talked emotionally about gay bullying, which has gained attention in the wake of Tyler Clementi’s suicide last month. Mr. Clementi jumped from the George Washington Bridge after a sexual encounter with another man was broadcast online.
Many of Mr. Hilton’s followers on Twitter praised his decision, but others were far more cynical, suggesting that he was only making the change to make people pay attention to his Web site.

PerezHilton.com is visited by about 2.6 million unique visitors each month, according to the measurement firm comScore. That makes it much smaller than TMZ (15.2 million), People (12.4 million) or USMagazine.com (5.2 million), but bigger than almost all the other gossip blogs run by individuals.
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