Select Committee on Children

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

9:00 AM in Room 2B

The Select Committee on Children will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, February 28, 2006 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 2B of the LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING  300 CAPITOL  AVE. HARTFORD, CT. Please submit 50 copies of written testimony to Committee staff one hour prior to the start of the hearing in Room 2B. Sign-up for the hearing will begin at 8:00 A.M. in Room 2B. The first hour of the hearing is reserved for Legislators and Agency Heads. Speakers will be limited to 3 minutes of testimony. Unofficial sign-up sheets have no standing with the Committee.

IFYOU CANNOT TESTIFY IN PERSON PLEASE  MAIL 50 COPIES OF YOUR  WRITTEN  TESTIMONY TO:

STATE CAPITOL

300 CAPITOL  AVE.

ROOM 111

HARTFORD,  CT  06106

ATTN: SELECT COMMITTEE  ON AN ACT CONCERNING A SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2006) (a) The Department of Education shall conduct an analysis of safe learning policies and practices in school districts, including policies developed pursuant to section 10-222d of the general statutes to address bullying. The analysis shall (1) examine the effectiveness of such policies and practices in reducing bullying and harassment in schools, (2) report on the relationship of bullying to the incidence of school dropout and student suicide, (3) document school districts' articulated needs for technical assistance and training related to safe learning and bullying, (4) report on the prevention and intervention strategies utilized by schools to reduce the incidence of bullying, and (5) report on the department's response to the needs identified in subdivision (3) of this subsection. On or before January 1, 2007, and annually thereafter, the department shall submit a report on the analysis, in accordance with section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education and to the select committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children.

(b) The department may accept private donations for purposes of this section.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2006) (a) There is established an independent Office of School Bullying Ombudsman which shall be within the Department of Education for administrative purposes only. 

(b) The office shall be under the direction of a School Bullying Ombudsman who shall be appointed by the Governor, with the approval of the General Assembly. The ombudsman shall be an elector of the state with expertise and experience in the fields related to education and school bullying. 

(c) The ombudsman shall:

(1) Endeavor to resolve complaints concerning bullying in public schools, and receive recommendations from the public regarding the reduction of bullying in public schools;

(2) Make recommendations to the Commissioner of Education concerning issues relating to bullying in public schools;

 (3) Report monthly to the State Board of Education regarding the activities of the office; and

(4) Not later than January 1, 2008, and annually thereafter, submit a report on the activities of the office, in accordance with section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education, and the select committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children.

Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2006) The sum of one million dollars is appropriated to the Department of Education, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, for the purpose of funding grants pursuant to section 10-263e of the general statutes.
This act shall take effect (July 1, 2006) and shall amend the following sections:
Statement of Purpose: 

To examine the effectiveness of school responses to bullying, establish a state ombudsperson to resolve complaints related to bullying, and fund grants to create safe learning environments in schools. 

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not underlined.]
