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April 14, 2010

Tense School Meeting After Charges

By THE NEW YORK TIMES

SOUTH HADLEY, Mass. — Three parents were removed by the police on Wednesday after speaking at a tense meeting of the South Hadley School Committee, which assembled for the first time since six students were indicted in the bullying of a 15-year-old girl, Phoebe Prince, who committed suicide Jan. 14.

The committee defended itself against what its chairman, Edward Boisselle, called a “mob mentality,” fended off calls that officials resign and reiterated that members of the school staff had not known the extent of Ms. Prince’s torment. Mr. Boisselle stepped down as chairman, but said it was not related to the Prince case.

Some parents defended the administrators, saying that they do all they can to provide a safe learning environment and that they should stay on to help the town and students heal.

Others said that officials had lost credibility and should resign, and that the school should have done more to protect Ms. Prince. The police intervened when some exchanges became overheated.
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