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November 10, 2010

The Agenda Is Not So Hidden: It’s Tolerance

To the Editor:

Re “In Schools’ Efforts to End Bullying, Some See Agenda” (news article, Nov. 7):

Of course there is an agenda in schools’ efforts to end bullying of gay and lesbian students. The agenda is to create warm, safe, nurturing environments in every classroom and on every playground in America, so children can learn without fear, grow up feeling valued and reach their full potential as human beings.

It is an agenda I am proud to support.

Dan Woog
Westport, Conn., Nov. 7, 2010

The writer is the author of “School’s Out: The Impact of Gay and Lesbian Issues on America’s Schools.”
•

To the Editor:

Religious conservatives claim that gay rights groups use antibullying policies to promote social acceptance of gay causes like marriage equality. But what of the religious conservative agenda in the bullying debates?

How do those who teach their children that homosexuality is “evil,” “an abomination” or offensive to their deity think their children are going to treat gay peers?

Theological parsing, sometimes referred to as “loving the sinner and hating the sin,” is often lost on young minds that accurately register parental disgust, but little of the religious call for compassion.

Avoiding discussions of homosexuality and gay families serves its own political agenda: maintaining an intolerant status quo where bullying can flourish and schools become unsafe for gay youth to come out.

Jack Drescher
New York, Nov. 7, 2010

The writer, a psychiatrist, is emeritus editor of the Journal of Gay and Lesbian Mental Health.
•

To the Editor:

While I regret that teaching youngsters to be tolerant of gays offends some parents, that offense is because of their profound misunderstanding of the mission of our public schools. Public schools should reflect just one set of values: the nonsectarian one reflected in our laws and in our Constitution.

Parents should certainly supplement their children’s public education as they see fit. If they oppose premarital sex, abortion, eating pork, owning a gun or receiving a blood transfusion, they should teach their children those things. But parents must not be allowed to impose their personal beliefs on our public school systems.

I’m sure that over the decades, there were plenty of parents who didn’t believe that women should have been given the vote, or that the slaves should have been emancipated. Then as now, what is taught at home is, for better or worse, a parent’s prerogative. What is taught at school is not.

Peter Keating
Charlestown, R.I., Nov. 7, 2010
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