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October 28, 2010

When Muslims Are Bullied

To the Editor:

I was pleased to read that federal officials recognized the need to address school bullying nationwide (“Help Stop Bullying, U.S. Tells Educators,” news article, Oct. 26).

As the Department of Education letter reminds us, federal civil rights laws proscribe harassment based on race, color, national origin, sex or disability. But, I wondered, what about religion?

Educators like me have been hearing anecdotal reports of bullying of Muslim students, which should come as no surprise given the vitriolic atmosphere toward Muslim-Americans. It’s time to launch a major public education effort that includes bullying based on religion or ethnicity. Do we have to wait for a Muslim-American youth to commit suicide or be killed by a bully?

Debbie Almontaser
Brooklyn, Oct. 26, 2010

The writer was founding principal, Khalil Gibran International Academy.
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