Editor

NY Times   


The solution to the mystery of deteriorating middle school student performance is not even mentioned in your article ("4th Grade Successes to 8th Grade Disappointments: Tests' Meaning Questioned"). Middle school years are the peak period for bullying, the most common form of youth violence. Studies now show that bullying dramatically affects students' ability to learn, not only those bullied but all students. In schools where bullying is not adequately addressed, students experience states of tension and fear. This interferes with the concentration needed for learning and test performance. If tomorrow, all schools focused on taking appropriate action to prevent childhood bullying instead of  only 'teaching to the test', middle school test scores would rise like rockets.
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